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Sea 


Sub-Go vernor of the South- 
Company, &c. 


SIR, 


T was by your Commands ſig- 
8 Q nified to me in the following 
88 I S Letter of the 13th. of July laſt, 
S that 1 drew up a brief Account 
8 of the Greenland Trade, for the 
Peruſal of the Court of Directors of the 
Sou h- Sea Company; and you will, T hope, 
forgive me that T have taken the Liberty, 
to print both your Letter, and the ſaid Ac- 
count as it was laid before them; being 
| | ag he | - perſua- 


. 


perſuaded thereto from many Reaſons, par- | 
ticularly in Juſtification of my ſelf, and as 


an Appeal to alt the. World for the Truth of 
what is Here kid down,” I having been ſuppo- 
ſed to miſlead your Judgment by falſe Al- 
legations. I muſt have had the greateſt 
Aſſurance in the World to think of miſgui- 
ding you, for tho You confeſsd you was 
unacquainted with the Trade, the apt 
Objections in the frequent Converſations 
you allow'd me on this Subject, and the cu- 
rious Enquiries you "made, ſhew'd your 
Judgment too penetrating to be deceived ; 
and leſt me no Room to expect, that 


any thing zliat was inſinuating, and not 


grounded upon Reaſon, could be impoſed 
upon you. Nor was there the leaſt Occaſion 
for ſuch an Attempt; the Thing will ſpeak 
for it ſelf; and T am perſuaded, whoever 
examines into the Nature and Circumſtances 
of the Greenlaud Trade, or conſiders. the 
following Sheets, as carefully and accu- 
rately as you have done ; will be convine d, 
that I have laid down. nothing, but what 
is true and practicable. n 1 


I am perſuaded, and am ſenſible of your 
continued Zeal in this Affair; and as it will 
be a perpetual Glory to you, that in ſo criti- 
cal a Juncture, you undertook the Care and 
Conduct of the South-Sea Company's di- 

| ſtrated 


ſtracted Affairs; and that you have, (by 
ſtanding boldly in Support of Reaſon, a- 
gainſt wild and extravagant Schemes, with 


ſo much Steadineſs and calm Reſolution) 


been an Inſtrument in no ſmall Degree, in 
compoſing their Affairs, and recovering 
their Credit: It will be an Addition to your 
Character, that, even in the midſt of all 
the Difficulties upon you, greater than ever 
yet fell in Weight upon one Man in your 
Station, you could have Temper enough, 
or find Time ſufficient to employ your 
Thoughts upon the Enlargement of their 
Trade: But you never made this Objection, 
which was indeed the only one I fear d; that 
you was already too much involved in other 
Buſineſs to think of it, 


Another Reaſon T had for printing theſe 
Sheets, is, that the Nation in general may 
ſee, that this Trade may be carried on from 
hence, equally at leaſt, if not better, than 
from other Nations ; who, by the Supine- 
neſs of this Kingdom, have it wholly in 
their Hands : That the ineſtimable Advan- 
tages the Kingdom will receive by it, what- 
ever befalls the particular Undertakers, may 
be an Inducement to ſome Patriots to en- 
courage it by the Aſſiſtance of the Legiſla- 
ture, in whatever may, upon Practice be 
found neceſſary, 

2 5 Theſe 


Theſe Reaſons I thought ſufficient, though F 
have many others, for publiſhing theſe Argu- 
ments about the carrying on the Greenland 
Trade, which JI need not take up your 
Time in relating particularly. g | 


If I may have your Excuſe, I hope you 
will make my Apologies to the Court of Di- 
rectors, whoſe Care and Zeal for the Com- 
pany's Affairs, deſerve the Applauſe of the 
Proprietors: And I am confident, nothing 
but Fear of Miſcarriage in an Attempt 
which has been ſucceſsleſs to others, has 
been the Occaſion of an Alteration in their 
Thoughts, and their Reſolving, as they have 
done, not to carry it on. 


I may ſeem too fond of my own Opinion 
if I ſhould: ſay, that a little leſs Precipita- 
tion in their Thoughts, and a little 
more Conſideration in the Merit or Demerit 
of what I laid before them, might have 
given them a better Opinion of it: But 
vou gave me Reaſon ſufficient ; the Sum- 
mer was far ſpent, and it was abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary to come to an immediate Reſolution, 
or elſe the proper Veſſels could not be built 


in Time. 
1 have added to what was laid before the 


Court ot Directors ſome farther Remarks, 


27 


Eſtimates and Calculations which T have 
now collected, having omitted to men- 
tion them in the firſt State, through the 
Haſte and Expedition with which you re- 
quired it to be drawn. | 


I ſubmit this wholly to your Obſervation ; 
and am with the higheſt Deference and 


1 Reſpect, 


Your Hoxnour's 


| LownDo x, 
Aug. 20. 1722. 


moſt Obedient, 
and moſt Obliged 


Humble Servant, 


Henry Elking. 


H E Letter of Sir John Eyles, 


written to the Author, and men- 
tion'd above, is as follows, vis, 


Loxpon, July 15. 1722. 


ie now Seventeen Months 
+ ſince you farſt diſcours'd me 
upon the Subject of the 
I hale-ſiſbing, inviting me 
into a Copartnerſhip with ſeveral Gentle- 
men who had Thoughts of undertaking 
it And I muſt own, the Reaſons you 
gave me, why it would be profitable to 
the Undertakers, had almoſt determin'd 
me to engage with them. But as Fo- 
reigners were now in the entire Foſſe ſſion 
of this Trade, originally carry d on ſole- 
y by the Engliſh ; and all Attempts that 
have been made from hence of late 
Tears, to recover it, have been fruitleſs ; 
I could not reſolve upon it, till I bad 
made a more ſirict Enquiry and Exami-. 
= - nation 


— 


| FOR 
nation When I found by the Account 
Don gave me, how extenſive this Trade 
| might be made ; the great Numbers 4 
| Ships that are annually employ'd in it 
our Neighbours ; the Multitudes of Sea- 
| men tram'd up thereby, and fitted for 
| the Service of their Country; that it is a 
| Trade carryd on to deſolate Seas, open 
to all the World, unattended with the * 
Charges of Ambaſſadors and Conſuls, 
FaGlors, &c. that needed no Capitula- 
tions with Foreign Powers, nor Protection 
f Convoys equal to what other Trades 
do in Time of Mar; that the whole Ex- 
port is nothing but the Produ&i of La- 
bour, and the Expence of Proviſions and 
Wages for Seamen ; I ſay, when I found 
theſe things, I took a new Turn of 
Thought, and conſider d this Trade in 
another View. It appear d to me ſo con- 
ſiderable, that even the South- Sea Com- 
pany might undertake it; fo National, 
that all reaſonable Encouragentent might 
be expected from the n when 
I their Aid and Aſſiſtance might be wanting. 
| Nolan — In 


” * 


* 


1 this way. * Thinking, . it Ny ow 

my. Buh, in the Station I am in, in that 
Company's Service, to be well convinced, 
that I had good anal ſt wfficient Ground to 
recommend it to the Court of Diredors : 

I Farted to you all the Difficulties and 
0b bjeSions that occurr d to me at ſeveral 
Agen, to which you gave me Anſwers 
that ſeem'd to me full and ſatisfactory : 

Jon ſhew'd me plainly, by the Methods 
Jou propos d, that an Hundred Ships 
might be manag d with the ſame Eaſe as 
Ten, and their Stores effectually ſecurd 
from Wa ſte and Embez.zlement : Ton 
left me at no Loſs in accounting for the 
Miſcarriages of ſome late Expeditions to 
the Greenland Seas, and chalkd out 4 
ſure way to avoid the Errors they ſuf- 
ferd by: To my Objection concerning 
the Cheapneſs of the Dutch Navigation, 
the Agility and better Adaption of that 
People and Country to this and other 
Fiſbing Trades, you gave me many good | 


m to think it a great Miſtake ; and | 
B 2 that, 


that, con ſider d in the whole, the Dutch 
Nawigation is dearer than ours : That 
we can be in no Want of People equally 
proper and experiencd in this Trade; 
and that our River is far more conweni= 
ent than any Place in Holland, both in 
regard to the fitting out, and receiving 
the Ships in Return from their Voyage : 
And in 'ſhort, that we may have in al- 
mo$t every thing the Advantage of Fo- 
reigners : Theſe and many other Mat- 
ters, too many to be particularly enume- 
rated here, I que ſtion d you upon, and 
you anſwer d to my perfect Satit faction. 
Fer ſuaded thus of the Advantage this 
Trade might be to the South- Sea Compa- 
ny, the National Service they would do 
y carrying it on; J did, now Sixteen 
Months ſince, propoſe it to the Court of 
Directors, who at that Time ſo far ap- 
Pros /d of it, that they, in the Month 
of September laſt, recommended it to a 
General Court, who agreed to it, and 
gave the Court of Direciors ſufficient 
Powers. 


C%%ͤ oo BR. T' RES” 


From 


. 


ae: 


From this Time, the Coparinerſbip 
3 firſt propos d by you was no longer 
thought on; and I perſuaded you to drop 
that Deſign, and to depend upon the 
$ South-Sea Company : You did ſo, and 
have ever ſince been in reaſonable Ex- 
peciation, that Preparations would have 
been made this Summer, for ſetting out 
upon the Trade next Spring; and you 
are not more ſurprized than my ſelf, to 
3 find ſo great a Backwardneſs in this Af. 


fair. 


3 Whether J had not Capacity enough to 

ſee through the Fallacy of your Anſwers 
to my Enquiries, or to object to the Ac- 
counts you gave me, I know not; but 1 
ought to have ſome Diffidence in my ſelf, 
ſince I find now, at the Time this Af 
fair ſhould have been in Agitation , and 
Ships building for the Purpoſe , ſome 
others, without whoſe Concurrence it is 
impoſſible to proceed, differ of late very 


much 
C2 


much in Sentiment with me upon this 


Subject. 1.10 BAL 7 N71 


M hat I bave to deſire of you, and is 
the Occaſion of this Letter, ic, That 
yon will lay before the Court of Diredtorct, 
in Writing, the Subſtance of what on 
from time to time hade ſaid to me, upon 
my Examining into the Nature of this © 
| Trade If you draw it up under. clear 
| and diftin& Heads, they may by frequent 
reading it, retain thoſe Arguments, which 
in Converſation or Debate may ſlip the | 
Memory, or be unobſervd; and be 1 
thereby either conwincd, as I think I am, 

of the Fracticableneſo of it, or be able to 

ſhew me thoſe Errors or Fallacies in your | 

Notions, which I have not been able to 


find out of my ſelf. 


I deſire you to be as careful and cor- 

rect as poſſeble, and that you will avoid, 
Putting down any thing that is inſinuating 
only, and cannot be ſupported from Rea- 


ſon | 


. | 154 
Yon or Practice. We muſt very ſoon de- 
9 ermine, either to carry or not to Carry 
on this Trade”: and therefore the more 
Expedition 3ou diſpatch this with, 


vil be the more acceptable to, 


ö 

1 

q SIR, 

1 

„5 Your Humble Servant, 


ö Joun E 1 LES. 
e Jo Mr. Henry Elking. 
= 


- 
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VIE W 


OF THE 
Greenland Trade, &. 


HE Greenland Trade hath in it 
all the Qualifications that are 
needful to recommend it to this 
Nation: It is qualified to enrich 
2 and make it more powerful: It 
is to be ſpoken of with Regret, that though 
it was firſt diſcover d by th. Engliſh, it has 
been long fince abandon'd to our more dili- 

| | C gent 


gent Neighbours the Dutch, and others; 
and this Nation has ſuffer d it to lie neglect- 
ed, to their infinite Loſs and Diſhonour. 
Though it has been generally ſuppos d, it 
will be found upon Examination a very great 

Miſtake, that the Engliſh cannot manage 
this Trade, which the Hollanders, Ham- 

burgers, Bremers,. French and Spaniards, all 

carry on to Advantage, and by which means 
they are made rich, even out of our Pockets, 
who fit ſtill and buy thoſe Goods of them 
for our ready Money, which the Engliſh are 
every way better qualify d to furnith to 
themſelves, and even for Export to other 
Nations ; as will be ſhewn in the following 
Sheets. as * 

Nor is it any juſt Objection to the Pra- 
cticableneſs of this Trade, to ſay, That it 
| has been often attempted without Succels ; 
ſince the Reaſons of that Want of Succeſs, 
j which are fully examind in theſe Sheets, 
will appear to ariſe, not from any Deficiency 
| in the Trade, but from the evident Miſma- 
nagement of the Undertakers; proceeding 
| either from Ignorance, Want of Stock, Want 
of Conduct, or of Honeſty. 

It is a vulgar Error, That the Dutch can 
| build Ships, or fail Ships, or catch Whales, 
| better and cheaper than the Engliſh. Can 
| they, who neither have Timber of their 
I| own Growth to build, nor Iron, Tar and 
| Hemp of their own Growth to Rig, or Pro- 

- viſions 


— — 
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viſions of their own Growth to victual their 
Ships, nor ſufficient Seamen, Harponeers 
and Steerſmen for the Whale-Fiſhing among 
their own Subjects, ever manage a Trade 
cheaper than the Engliſh, who have moſt of 
theſe Materials and the Proviſions in their 
own Country or Plantations, and cheaper 
than the Dutch ; and can, till their own Men 
are taught, hire the Artiſts at the ſame Pla- 
ces, and upon as cheap Terms as the 
Dutch? 

The Author of this Tract undertaketh to 
account for all the Miſcarriages of thoſe 
Gentlemen, who have formerly attempted 
this Trade; and to prove even to Demon- 
ſtration, how every one of thoſe falſe Steps 


1 may be avoided, right and unerring Mea- 


ſures be taken, and the Trade be render d 
proſperous and ſucceſsful, even beyond what 
it has been, or can be, to the Dutch or any 
other Nation. 

In order to this, and to make every ob- 
ſerving Reader capable of making a Judg- 
ment, botli of what has been done by other 
Nations, and may be done by us; the Au- 
thor has, from unqueſtion d Authorities, and 
from his own long Experience, given here a 
clear, though brief Account of the Green- 
land Trade in general, and of every thing 
belonging to it, that may contribute to the 
ſucceſsful carrying it on in this Kingdom: 
Which Account he has dige ted into ſeveral 

G Chap- 


"Chapters or Sections, for the more clear 
underſtanding the Particulars; and thoſe 
Chapters appear under the following Heads. 


x1. An Account how the Whale-Fiſhery 


is, and ought to be perform d, from the 
firſt Outſet to the Return of the Ships. 


2. By whom this Fiſhery is chiefly car- 
ry'd on, viz. by the Hollanders, Hambur- 
gers and Bremers; and how much it appears 
to their Advantage. 


3. A brief Recapitulation of what hap- 
pen d in the Infancy of the Greenland Trade; 
how the Engliſh were firſt in it, how they 
loft it, and what have been the Cauſes that 
all their Attempts to retrieve it have been 
unſucceſsful. 


. A full Proof that Feplend may re- 
3 this Trade, and are able to carry it on 
more to Advantage than any other Nation; 
and all the known Objections to the contrary 
anſwer d and remov d. 


CHAP, 


HAT. 
An Account hom the Whale-Fiſhery 


ie, and ought to be perform d, 
from the firſt Ontſet to the Return of 
the Ships. £1 6 


LL the neceſſary Fiſhing-Inſtruments, 
"A ſuch as Harping-Irons or Harpoons, 
Lances, Cutting-Knives, Noſe-hooks, Lines, 
Shalloops, Casks, &*c. muſt be provided, and 
the Ships compleatly fitted, victualld and 
Mann'd before the End of March; and eve- 
ry thing being on Board, and the Ships fal- 
len down to Graveſend, and cleard there, 
muſt fail by the Beginning of April for 
Greenland, | 
The Veſſels moſt proper for the Whale- 
Fiſhing, are thoſe we call Fly-boats, or Cats, 
or Hag-boats; and ſhould be very ſtrong 
built, and doubled at the Bow, to reſiſt the 
Shocks of the Tce. The Size of thoſe Ships 
commonly uſed, are from 200 to 500 Ton, 
little over or under ; and they are ſupply'd 
with Men and Shalloops as follows : 


Ton. Shalloops, Men & Boy 
A Ship o 550 Ou 


200 muſt have 4 19 +. 
36 
— 4 
aer 50 


The 


% 


The particular Qualifications of the Men 
for a Ship of about 300 Ton, and Six Shal- 
loops, are as follows, vis: 


x Chief Harponeer, who commands the 
whole Fiſhery. 

x Captain or Maſter of the Ship. 
5 other Harponeers. 
6 Steerſmen of the Shalloops. 
6 Managers of the Lines. 

1 Surgeon. 
x. Boatſwain. 

1 Carpentcr. 
2 Coopers. 

16 Common Sailors. 

2 or 3 Boys. 


42 or 43 Men 1n all. 


The Voyage to Greenland is generally 
performed in four or five Weeks. The 
Fiſhery begins with the Month of May, and 
continues all the Months of June and July: 
But whether they have a good Fiſhing or a 
bad, they muſt come away and be clear of 
the Ice in the Month of Augu/?, ſo that in 
the Month of September at fartheſt they muſt 
be expected home; but a Ship that meets 
with a fortunate and carly Fiſhery in the 
Month of May, may return in June or 


July. 
The 


23 
The Whale-Fiſhing is carry d on in the 
great Frozen Sea between the Coaſts of 
Greenland and neger in the Latitude 
of 70 to 80 Degrees North; and as they 
have here no Night, but ſee the Sun always, 
during the Seaſon of the Fiſhery, above the 
Horizon, they divide the Time not by Day 
and Night, but into Three Watches, al- 
lowing one Third of the Crew to be at reſt 
for Eight Hours, when they turn out for the 
next; and ſo alternately they are upon Du- 
ty ſixteen Hours, and aſleep eight Hours in 
every twenty four : And their Eating-Times 
are likewiſe divided thus, Breakfaſt about 
Four in the Morning, Dinner at Noon, Sup- 
per at Eight in the Afternoon; only with 
this Exception, that when they are in Pur- 
ſuit of a Whale, then all Hands are called to 
help, without reſpect to Sleeping: time, or 
Eating: time, or any other Buſineſs. 

The Whales are found among the Ice, in 
the Openings and Vacancies between it; and 
thither the Ships fail in Queſt of them, run- 
ning boldly in between great floating Iſlands 
of Ice, which lye continually on either 
Hand of them, commonly called Fields of 
Ice, and are often of many Leagues Cir- 
= cumference. To ſuch large Fields of Ice 
they faſten their Ships with a great Hook, 
commonly called a Noſe- Hook, and a Haw- 
ſer or Tow-line ; picking a Hole firſt in the 
ſolid Ice, wherein the Hook taketh hold 5 
An 


[ 24 
And it is neceſſary to have Ingenious and 
Experienc'd Commanders, who by their Ob- 
ſervations are able to judge upon what Degrees 
of Latitude to enter the Ice, where and to 
what Place of the Ice to faſten the Ship, 
where to ſtay or to remove, and where it 1s 
likely that Whales will appear, if not diſ- 
coverd immediately; and where tis proper 
to change Places, to avoid being ſurrounded 1: 
with Ice; and how to preſerve the Ship from 
being loſt and cruſh'd to pieces between the 
great Iſlands of Ice: Which are Accidents 
that - ſometimes happen by Careleſsneſs or 
Ignorance. 

"The Reaſons why the Whales are ſound in 
great Numbers between thoſe Openings of 
the Ice is, becauſe there they find their Food 1 
in prodigious Quantities, being ſmall Water 2 
Inſects, ſome like ſmall Shrimps, or Snails 
without Shells; ſome of the Shape of a 
Spider, of the Bigneſß of a Grey Pea, and 
of a dark-broun Colour, being a race ; 
trainy, oily Subſtance. The Water-Inſects 
are no where ſeen but in thoſe Parts of the 3 
Seas; and thoſe only in Places of 80, 105, | 
or 120 Fathom Depth, which are — ; 
with them even from the Surface to the 2 
Bottom. It is ſuppoſed they breed among 
the Weeds, or other Things which Nature 
furniſhes at the Bottom of the Sea; for in 
deeper Water the Sea's clear, no Inſects are 


found, and conſequently few or no Whales 
Call 
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can be expected there, theſe little Creatures 
cou d not be ſufficient to ſerve as Food to fo 
vaſt a Body as a Whale, did he not find and 
ſwallow an immenſe Quantity of them to. 
gether, | 

As ſoon as the Ships come near 70 De- 
grees, and approach the Ice, they immedi- 
ately fit out their Shalloops, and furniſh 
every Boat with Lines, Lances, Harpoons, 
and all Things neceſſary for the Work; eve- 
ry Shalloop or Boat having Six Men, (viz.) 
one Harpoonier, one Steerſmen, one Mana- 
ger of the Lines, and Three Seamen to 
Row, and Six or Seven Lines on Board, the 


4 Length of which is 125 to 130 Fathoms 


each. 
When they are entred between the Ice, 


and they ſee a Whale, they Row immedi- 
ately up to him, as cloſe as they can, and 
the Steerſman of the Shalloop, muſt direct 
the ſame to the middle of the Body, be- 
cauſe the Head is in vulnerable, and towards 
the Tail is dangerous. The Harpoonier ſee- 
ing himſelf able to reach the Whale, caſts 
the Harpoon, or Harping-Iron, into his 
Back, as near as is poſſible behind the Head, 
becauſe there it takes the ſureſt Hold, and 
doth not Plow out ſo ſoon, as if caſt nearer 
towards the Tail. : | 
The moſt critical Time of ſtriking the 
Whales with the Harpoon, is when in 
Niverſion they ſpout the Water, which they 
MT 0 
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do with great Violence and Noiſe, playing 
upon the Suriace of the Water, without Ap- 
prehenſion of Diſturbance. Ga 
The Whale finding h.mſel? wounded, im- 

mediately ſhoots under Water, running a- 
way, notwithſtanding his prodigious Bulk, 
with the Lines, as ſwitt as a Bird can fly. 4 
The Shalloops following as faſt as they can, 1 
' 

| 


in the mean Time veering out the Lines, 
which are tied one to another, and coiled up MX 
in the Shalloop ; and the other Shalloops, 
upon a Sign given, Row up immediately, 
and keep cloſe to the firſt, in order to fur- 
niſh more Lines, when they are wanted, 
Thus they follow, till the Whale, who can- 
not live long under Water, without Air, a- 
pears again, then Rowing up to him, ſtrike 
another Harpoon into him. The Whale 
ſhoots away again, as before, but is ſeldom ! 
able to run off above One or Two Lines 
Length at the Second Wound, but being ti- 
red, and loſing much Blood, comes up again, 


as before, and then fainting, they attack him 


with the Lances, ſtriking and ſticking as ma- 
ny ot them, and as deep as they can into 
his Body. The Lances penetrating into his 
Entrails, put him into a great Fury, but all 
the Reſiſtance he is able to make, is to throw 
his Tail about in a terrible Manner, and the 
Skill of the Steerſmen in the Shalloops is 
ſeen upon this Occaſion ; for if they do not 
keep out of the Reach of his Tail, one Blow 
o 
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of it, will daſh the Shalloop in a Thouſand 
Pieces, but they dextrouſly avoid it, and 
keeping cloſe to his Sides, and continuing to 
wound him with the Lances, he begins to 
ſpout Blood inſtead of Water, which 1s a 
Signal of his being mortally wounded; :s 
ſoon as he is dead, they cut off his Tail, and 
faſtning a Line to the Stump, joyfully Tow 
him along, ſhouting and hollowing to their 
Ship, and faſten the Whale to the Side of 
the ſame. _ Dad IN 

If they ſee more Whales, they purſue 
their Game with all their Might, and with 
Five or Six Shalloops, they may attack Two 
Whales at a Time; and if Two or Three 
Ships have agreed to Fiſh in Company, or to 
aſſiſt one another about the killing ot one or 
more Whales, they divide amongſt them 
what they Catch, according to Agree- 
ment. 

When they come to work on the dead 
Whale, they begin with long and great 
Knives to cut off the Fat, which we call the 
Blubber. This Fat is all round about his 
Body, upon his Back and Belly, to the 
Thickneſs of Six Inches, ſomething more or 


leſs, but about his under Lips, a Whale has 


ſometimes Blubber or Fat, 'I'wo; or Three 
Foot thick, and his Two Fins alſo are very 
Fat. The Body of the Whale ſerves them 


for a Stage, and with Irons faſten d near to 
the Heels of their Shoes, called Ice- Spurs, 


D 2 they 


they preſerve and keep themſelves from 
ſliding off in the Water. Thus they worle 
upon him, artfully turning the Body, till 
they have cut off the Fat on all Sides, and 
the Fins, which we erroneoufly call Whale- 
bones, out of his Mouth, or upper Jaws, 
where they grow in a very wonderful Man- 
ner, and hard to deſcribe, and are about 500 
in Number. 

When the Fins and the Blubber are thus 
all cut away, and hoiſted into the Ship, they 
turn the reſt of the Body a-drift, leaving it 
to the Sharks, Bears, Birds, and other Vo- 
racious Creatures, who always attend in 
great Numbers for it, as their Prey. 

The Blubber is hoiſted over into the Ship 

in large Square Pieces, after which it is cut 
upon the Deck into ſmall Pieces, ſuch as can 
eaſily go through the Bung-holes in the Hold 
of the Ship, to the Casks to which it is con- 
veyed, or let down through a Pipe, made 
of Sail-Cloth. 
The Whales are of different Sizes; they 
commonly yield Forty to Fifty Puncheons of 
Blubber each Whale ; though there are ſome 
that yield Sixty to Eighty, even One Hun- 
dred Puncheons ; and a Whale of Fifty Pun- 
cheons, being commonly counted a very 
good Whale, hath 1700 to 1800 Hundred 
Weight of Fins in his Mouth. 

It a dead Whale be met floating upon the 
Sea, the Property is to thoſe who find it, 
an 
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and take firſt Hold of the fame ; and to en- 
courage the Ships Crew to be always very 
watchful, he who diſcovers, or firſt fees the 
dead Whale, has a Premium of a Ducat, or 
half a Guinea, for his Diſcovery. The 
Train-Oil of ſuch a dead Whale, eſpecially if 
it died of it ſelf, is of a reddiſh Colour, 
and not ſo valuable as of a Whale that is im- 
mediately killed, but the Fins are of equal 
Goodneſs with thoſe of another Whale. 

Beſides the Whales, there are ſeveral other 
monſtrous Fiſhes found and catch'd in thoſe 
Seas. Namely, 

The Pot-Fiſh, or the Sperma-Ceri Fiſh, 
called by the French Cachelot : He is as 
big as the Whale, having a monſtrous large 
Head, whereout they can get and fill 12 
to 20 Barrels of Brains; and this Brains, 
after purged and refined, they call ( but ve- 
ry falſſy) Sperma Ceti. Beſides this, they 
cut from his Body ſeveral Puncheons of 
Blubber ; but he is not near ſo fat as the 
Whale. This is a Fiſh of Prey, hath a Row 
of great Teeth in his Mouth as white as 
Ivory. One of theſe was caught laſt Year, 


1721. and before he was killed, vomited 


up, or caſt out of its Mouth a Shark of 


12 Foot long, which it is ſuppoſed he had 


Juſt taken, and not quite ſwallowed when 
he was ſurprized and killd. The Spout- 
Holes of this Fiſh are at his Noſe, and not 


behind 


behind in the Neck, like the Whale. But 
this Fiſh is ſeldom met with. 

The Fin Fiſh is as big as the Whale too, 
and is diſtinguiſhd from the Whale by a 
large Fin on his Back. He is not ſo fat, nor 
hath ſuch Fins in his Mouth as a Whale ; ; 
ſo that they never are thought worth the 
Trouble of catching, or to venture the Har- 
poons and Lines upon him; being more 
nimble than the Whale, he might run away 
with the Lines, or endanger the Shal- 
eb. 

Sometimes they meet with a Fiſh called 
the Unicorn, a very beautiful ſpotted Crea- 
ture, with a Horn growing out of his upper 
Jaw, and pointing ſtrait forward, from 3 to 
12 Foot long, according to the Growth of 
the Fiſh ; which is valued and fold: as dear 
as Ivory. This Fiſh will yield one or two 
Bartels of Blubber, the Train-Oyl of which 
is whiter than that of the Whale: | 

The Morſe or Sea-Cow, ſome call it the 
Sea-Horſe, is found here too, both in the 
Water and upon the Ice. It is as big as a 
large Bullock, and has two large Teeth in 
the upper Jaw ſometimes Halt a Yard long, 
hanging downwards, and ' bending inward 
like a Hook. With theſe Teeth he will at- 
tack Men, and lay hold of a Boat, and may 
ſink it or tear it to pieces, unleſs the Men 
are nimble, and kill him before he can do 


Miſchief. His Skin is thick, but ſpungy 
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and porous: His two Fangs are fold for I- 
vory; and they cut from a pretty large one 
about a Puncheon of Blubber. 
The Seals, or Dog Fiſhes, are often upon 
the Ice in great Numbers, and they kill 
them very eaſily: One Blow with a Staff up- 
on their Noſes makes them fall. They yield 
very good Train; and the Fat of 12 to 20 
Seals will fill a Puncheon. Their Skin is uſed 
buy the Trunkmakers, or dreſs d as Leather, 
for ſeveral Ules. | 


Many white Bears are found upon the 
Ice, ſwimming from one Ifland of Tce to 
another: They feed upon Fiſh, and the Fleſh” 
of the dead Whales, after our Fiſhermen 
have turnd them . adrift, as above. They 
kill them with Lances, or ſhoot them with 
Muske.-Balls. Some of them are as large 
as a Cow: Their Skin is valuable, and their 
Fat yields Train-Oyl too, but in ſmall Quan- 
tity. 


When the Fiſhery among the Ice is over, 
the Ships go ſometimes to the Bays of 
Spitsbergen, and the Men go aſhore to re- 
freſh themſelves. There they find very good 
Deer, eſpecially Roebucks : They are very 
fat, and their Fleſh is very delicious, occa- 
ſion d by the Herbage and excellent fine 
Graſs, mix d with ſeveral choice wholſome 
Simples, on the Rocks and Mountains 2 
| © ES that 
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that Country. Theſe Creatures are very - '® 
tame at firſt, till by hunting *and ſhootin 

them they are made more ſhy. Their Fleſh 
is a great Refreſhment to the Seamen after 
their Fiſhery ; and they eat the Veniſon 
boild with thoſe wholſome Herbs, and they 
eat Sallads thereof, eſpecially of Scurvy- 
graſs, which grows there in great Quan- 
tity, But this Diverſion, and the Pleaſure 
of their Repaſt, tempts them often to miſ- 
ſpend ſome of that valuable Time there, 
which ought to be wholly employ'd in the 
Buſineſs of the Voyage. This has ſome- 
times been done to the great Loſs and Diſ- 
appointment of the Employers ; and muſt 
therefore by all the Strictneſs imaginable bo 
prevented, by thoſe who hope for any Suc- 


ceſs in theſe Fiſhing Expeditions, 


a | 
; By whom this Fiſhery chiefly is cars 
* ried on; wiz. by the Hollanders, 
Hamburghers, and Bremers ; and 
how much it appears to be to their 


Advantage. 


» 
: > ” * % * 


— 4 


1 * * . 
* 4 by 
2 2 


CHAP. II. 


Hile all the Netherland Provinces, 
1 tho ſubject to the King of Spain, 
were -governd by their own Laws, and 
enjoy d their Ancient Liberties, the great- 


> eſt Part of the Commerce of theſe Parts 
of the World was in the Hands of the Fle- 


= mings ; particularly, they had the Manu- 
factures, the Navigation, and the Fiſheries 
of every Kind : And even to this Day, the 
Hollanders, who are now Maſters of the 
* faid Fiſheries, ſell their Herrings in Foreign 
Markets under the Name of Flemiſh Her- 
rings. 

But when the King of Spain began, un- 
der the Miniſtry of the Duke D' Alva, to 
2 tyrannize and perſecute, invading both the 
Civil and Religious Liberties of the Peo- 
ple, the Inhabitants fled ; and diſperſing 
3 themſelves into ſeveral Parts, carry d ”_ 

them 


them the Trade alſo. Thus the Manu- 
factures came to England, and the Navi- 
gation and Fiſhery went to Holland ; which 
Province, with Six others, maintaining their 
Liberty, and Spain continuing to oppreſs 
the reſt, and the Duke of Parma taking 
the City of Antwerp in the Year 1585, 
(which was to the Flemings then, what 
Amſterdam is now to the Dutch ) was the 
fatal Stroke and Period of their Trade and 
Navigation. 

Thus it is to be obſerved, that Navi- 
gation, and the Commerce attending it, ne- 
ver thrive but. in Countries free from Ex- 
actions and Impoſitions of abſolute Pow- 
er : Free People alone are capable of car- 
rying on thoſe Things. Hence it is, that 
the Dutch having maintain d their Liber- 
ty, drew to themſelves the Fiſhery of Cod 
and Herring ; and, extending themſelves in 
Trade, have, among other Things, gotten 
likewiſe this moſt important Article of the 
Greenland, or Whale-Fiſhery. For, except 
the Two Hanſe Towns, Bremen and Ham- 
burgh , Free People like themſelves , the 
greateſt Part of this Trade is in their 


Hands. The Port of Bayonne in France, 


St. Jean de Lug and St. Sebaſtian in Spain, 
with the Town of Bergen in Norway, all 
put together, ſend but about 2o Ships 
a Year on this Trade : Whereas this very 

| Year, 
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; Year, 1722. there have been ſent to Green- 
land, for the Whale-Fiſhing, 


180 Ships from Holland. 
52 Ships from Hamburgb. 
24 Ships from Bremen. 
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But that the Vigor with which the Hol- 
anders purſue this Trade, and ſomething 
ol the Gain they make by it, may appear; 
and that the Author of theſe Sheets may 
not ſeem to ſpeak without ſufficient Au- 
*thority ; here under is a true Liſt of the 
Number of all the Ships which have gone 
from Holland for the Whale-Fiſhing, from 
the Year 1675 incluſive, to the preſent 
ear 1722 excluſive ; with the Number of 
Z Whales they have killd, and the D 
4 A Oyl they have produced; and is as fol- 
lows: 


No. B. There were ſent to Greenland by the Hollander 
in the Year 1670, 148 Ships, which brought home 792 
7 Whales ; and in 1671, 155 Ships brought 6304 Whales : 
But in 1672, 1673, 1674, when they were engaged in 
War with England and France, they ſent no Ships at all, 
not being able to ſpare the Seamen from their Fleet. 
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| Number Number Puncheons 

Year * of Ships of Whales of Train» 
ſent our killed Oyl 

1675 ————I48———— 88136260 
1676 145—— 8808 -———32347 
I67]———149———— 686 — 30050 
1678-—110- —1118 ————44750 
1679———126———— 831 — 39857 
1680 148 — 1373 — 52406 


1681——172— - 889 ————30306 
1682—186—— 1470 — 562960 
1683 — 242—— 1343 — — 43540 


1684 246———I -———4473o Þ 
1685 21 2——— 1383 j————55960 
I686———1I89-— —— 639 — 295433 
1687——194——— 617 — — 23211 
1688 214. —— 345 14600 
1689 ———163— — 243 — 10120 
I699———I——— 18; —— 349660 
1691 No Ships did go from Holland, being in War 


with France, 


| 1692——— 32—— 62 — — 2748 I 


J693—— 89g———— 175 ———— 848 
I694——— 6 2—— 156 5- — 7562 
169 —— 96 — — 221 — — 9196 F 
1696 — 100 — 380 eee —14975 1 
1697——111.—— 1274 —— 42281 


Carried over 168797. 
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| Number Number Puncheons 
yu © -— K. 
Brought over 16879 670752 
1698——140————1488} — 55985 
1699——151.—— 775 — — 30835 
1700———I7}———— 907 — — 36548 
1701. 207 —— 2071; 67507 
1702— —225;——— 697} 24388 
1703 208. — 6464————24527 
1704———130———— 6517 23701 
1705157 —— 1664 x———52346 
1706 147 — 452; 15299 
. 2 ̃ —Ä—— 
1708121. 525 — — 20731 
1709 127 190. — 8237 
I7I0—137 „ 
1711—117—— 630 20589 
1712 108 ———ů 370 —— 14203 
171—— 94 — 256 —&—?— 12854 
1714 1081234 —— 37490 
1715 134K 6953 — 25830 
1716——153 — — 519 — — 20216 
1717 — 7 14463 
1 — 281 — 13103 
1719 182 308 — — 10100 
1720 — 158 — 4122—— 19092 
Comme — 667 23108 


— 


32908 + 1250714 
Whales. Punch. of T. O. 
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To the foregoing Account is to be added 
the Whalebone or Fins which have been 
brought Home with all this Blubber; and 
which from 32,908 3 Whales, muſt be more 
than Forty Millions of Pound Weight: By 
all which it is apparent, that in 46 Years, } 
the Hollanders have Fiſhd up out of the 
Icy Seas of Greenland, a vaſt Treaſure, a- 
mounting to no leſs than One Hundred and 
Fifty Millions of Guilders, or about Fourteen 
Millions Pound Sterling. 2 | 
[| This Account may well be ſurprizing to 
thofe who have hitherto had no juſt or right 
Information of the Trade of the Greenland 
Whale-Fiſhing; and will put an End to any 
& Queſtion, Whether the ſame be worth while 
to be undertaken, or no ? 
I might have added here, the like Liſt of 
the Ships from Hamburgh, ſince the Year 
| 1670, but it will be enough to fay, that 
| they, with about Fifty Ships Yearly, have 
| taken above 10,000 Whales. 1 
| Nor hath it been leſs beneficial to thoſe * 
| of Bremen, who about the Year 1690, had 
| but Four or Five Ships, but encouraged 
ſince by the Profits, they have augmented 
the Number every Year. And theſe Two 
Towns have ſo great a Vent for thoſe 
Goods, by the Elbe and Weſer, into the 
moſt conſiderable Parts of Germany, that to 
| ſupply them, their own Ships are not * 
C2. ut 


but they buy every Year great Quantities of 
Oil and Fins of the 'Hollanders, to ſupply 
the German Markets. 
As to the Dutch, their Spice Trade it 
ſelf, which is their Darling Trade, is not 
in a National View, ſo advantageous to 
them, as this of the Greenland Fiſhery. 
For all their Eaſt-India Goods are  pur- 
chaſed with Money, whereas the Green- 
land Fiſhery is carried on by a continual 
Circulation of Commerce; and taking out 
no Money, brings back ſuch Goods as 
draw Money from all their Neighbours. 
Nor are the Goods this Trade brings in, 
ſuch as we. call periſhable Commodities, or 
which will ſpoil or waſte-in the Keeping, but 
they may be kept and laid up many Years, 
MS}; idk tick hs 
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CHAP. Ul. 


4 brief Recapitulation of what haps 
per'd in the Infancy of the Green- 


land Trade; how the Engliſh were 


firſt in it; hom they bft it; and 


what have been the Cauſes that all 
their Attempts to retrieve it have been 


unſucceſsful. 


II was about the Year 1597, Queen Eli- 

Sabetb then Reigning, when the En- 
gliſb having happily planted on the Eaſtern 
Coaſt of North-America, and fluſh'd with 


the Succeſs of their Adventures that way, 


began to ſpread themſelves into the North 
Seas, to make new Diſcoveries, in ſearch 
after the North-Eaſt Paſſages to China, 


and the North-Weſt Paſſages to the South- | 


Seas. 


could not find either of the Paſſages they 


look d for, yet far from loſing all their La- 
bour, they made other Diſcoveries, which 
fully rewarded them for their Diligence; 
ſuch their Diſcoveries were of the Nortch- 
Cape, the Coaſt of Lapland, and the Port 
of Archangel in Ruſſia, to the Eaft ; 1 4. 

1 ons- 


In their Searches this Way, though they j 


ly 


7 7 
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Von's-Bay, Davis-Streights, and the Coaſt of 


Greenland, to the Weſt; and the Frozen- 


Sea, with the great Illand of Spitſbergen to 


the North, with other Iſlands of leſs 
Note. 

Nere they were agreeably ſurprized, with a 
Diſcovery unexpected, of abundance of 
prodigious Whales, and other Sea-Mon- 
ſters, and in ſuch Multitudes, as encoura- 
ged them to make the firſt Attempt at their 
Fiſhing for, or catching them for their Oil, 


*which was then a valuable and ſcarce Com- 
modity in the World. 


They began this Trade in the Year 1598, 


though with few Ships, and advanced migh- 
tily in it, about the Year 1608, and car- 
ried it on with very great Succeſs, without 


any Rival, till the Year 1612 ; then the Hol- 


anders, in hopes of like Advantages, ſent the 
= firſt Ships to Spir/bergen or Greenland. But the 
Engliſh claiming the Property, as the firſt 


Diſcoverers, would not allow the Dutch 


4 


ſhould Fiſh thereabouts, and ſhare in fo pro- 


= fitable a Trade, and therefore attack d their 


Ships, Anno 1613, took Two of them, and 
brought them to England, with all the Oil 
of the Whales they had kill d, and all their 


* Shalloops, Fiſhing-Tackle, &c. ſo that the 
Dutch valued their Loſs at 130,000 Guilders, 
the ſaid Ships being full loaden, and having 


made a good Voyage. 
F How- 
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Engliſh attack d them again, but came to be 
worlſted ; the Hollander took one of the 
Engliſh Ships, and carried her to Holland. 
But the Sztates-General, willing to give no 
Offence to King James, cauſed the Ship to 
be reſtored, with all that was in her. And 
in order to prevent the like for the future, 
ſeat over a Deputation to England, to treat 
upon the Subject of the Freedom of the 
Fiſhery with his Majeſty; who acting by Pa- 
eiſick Councils, did nor encourage his Mer- 


chants to diſturb the Dutch, nor decide that 


Queſtion as to the Right; ſo it remained un- 
determin d, and both Parties went on Fiſhing 
as before. 

The Engliſh Merchants not being able to 
preſerve an excluſive Trade, contented them- 
ſelves with keeping Poſſeſſion of thoſe Bays 
and Harbours in the Iſland of Syitſbergen, 
which they had, and were then counted the 
beſt, ſuch as that now called Clock-Bay, the 


Safe-Harbour , the Engliſh-Bay, the Engliſh- 


Harbour, and ſeveral others. The Hollan- 
ders ſettling more to the North, as at North- 
Bay, South-Bay, Holland Bay, Amſterdam- 
land, and the like. The Danes came af- 
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terwards and placed themſelves between the 


Engliſh and the Dutch, at a Place ſtill called 


the Daniſh-Bay. The Hamburgers came 


N — and they pitch d upon a Place further 


Pieſt, call d Hamburg h. Bay. After them 
the Prench and Biſcayers, who finding all 
the reſt ſettled, they were obliged to take 
* Poſſeſſion further Norch than the Hollanders, 
at a Place called the Biſcay-Hook. And all 
of them, as the Iſland was further diſcoyer- 
| ed, and abundance of other Bays and Places 
found out, ſhifted their Stations as they 


found molt for their Convenience; the Iſland, 


and the Fiſhery alſo, being more than ſuffi- 
: cient for them all. 


At that Time the Whales having never 


been diſturbed, were taken in great Num- 
bers near the Shore, and the Blubber being 
cut oſt, was immediately carried on Shore, 
and boild into Train-Oil on the Spot, the 
Ships carrying nothing home with them, 


but the pure Oil, and the Fins: Accord- 
ingly, Warehouſes were erected, Coppers or 
Caldrons ſet up on Shore, and all the Buſi- 
neſs done there. And the Fiſhery it ſelf 
was ſo plentiful, that other Ships were obli- 
ged to go, to bring the Oil which they had, 
more than the Fiſhing: Ships could bring 
away. DIL | 
But Time and Change of Circumſtances 
ſhiited the Situation of the Trade : For the 
Whales, by little and little, forſook the 
Shore, whether becauſe of their being di- 
ſturbed there, by the Multitude of Ships and 
Shalloops, or that they found greater Quan- 
15 F 3 ities 


Quanties of the Water Inſects, which are 
their Food, between the Ice; or for what 
other Cauſe, we know not. But they have 


have ever ſince been found in the Openings 
and Spaces among the Ice, and not in the 
Bays, as before; that is to ſay, not in any 
Number ; and hither the Ships are obliged 
to follow them; and by this Alteration, 
their Warehouſes and Cookeries on Shore, 
became uſeleſs : So that now the Blubber is 
ſtow'd in Puncheons on Board, and carried 
directly home to their reſpective Ports. 
The Ruins of the Warehouſes and Furnaces 
on Shore, in the ſeveral Bays of Spitſbergen, 
are ſtill to be ſeen. 

The Fiſhery being now wholly managed 
upon the High-Sea, among the Ice, made it 
more difficult and dangerous; and ſeveral 
Ships were loſt in the Beginning, before 
they diſcoverd the Nature and Situation of 
the Ice; and thoſe Ships that would not 
venture to follow the Whales ſo far into the 
Ice, returned often without catching any 
Whales at all; which diſcouraged the Mer- 
chants, who at that Time carried on the 


Trade in Companies, and with a publick 


Stock; that they ſeparated and diſſolved, 
not only in England, but in Holland, and 
ſeveral other Places. | 
But as the Companies gave over. that 
Trade, ſeveral private Merchants took it up, 
eſpecially in Holland, and carried it on up- 
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on their particular Accounts; and that with 


ſuch Succeſs and Advantage, that a great 
Number of Ships were ſent to Greenland, 


many more than ever the Companies did in 


« 

q 

? 
7 


* — in 


any Year before, and fo it continues to this 
Day. $a 
As for England, the publick Calamity of 
a Civil War overſpreading them at that Time, 
was another Cauſe that interrupted and diſ- 
couraged the Merchants in this, as well asin 
all their Trades ; ſo that this Fiſhery hath 
been loſt to them ever ſince, ſome particular 
Attempts to retrieve it excepted. - 

There was one Attempt made in the Year- 
1694, which at firſt gave good Hopes of 
Succeſs, being undertaken by a Company, 
compoſed of very eminent Merchants, with 


a good Capital and Stock, and eſtabliſhed by 
an Act of Parliament in their Favour, par- 
F ticularly giving them excluſive Privileges, 


exempting them from paying any Duties, 
and their Men from being preſs d into the 
King's Service, &c. 

But wanting due Informations of the pro- 
per Methods of managing that whole Affair; 
and which was worſe, being ill ſerv'd by al- 
molt all the People they employed, both at 
Home and Abroad, puſhing them into ex- 
travagant and unneceſſary Expences, and ir- 
regular Meaſures in every Thing, they were 
obliged to give over the Undertaking, their 
Stock being waſted and embezzell d. And 


this Company, and even the whole Body of 


Merchants in the Nation, were diſcouraged © 


from going on with, or making any further 
Attempt of the ſame Kind. | 


A brief Account of the particular Miſtakes of 
the Greenland Company, and the ill Con- 
- dui of their Servants, mention d above, 

nobich may be aſſign d as the Reaſons of 
7 their Miſcarriage. 


1. Their Ships were intruſted with, and 
commanded. by Perfons unacquainted with 
the Buſineſs, who had not only the Com- 
mand of the Ship, but alſo of the Fiſhery 
whereas the chief Harponier ought to com- 
mand during the Fiſhing; that he may carry 
the Ship where he knows is molt proper for 
the Work; which Defect occaſioned their 
Misſortunes; for though they had ſome skil- 
ful Foreign Harponiers, yet for want of 
right Conduct, they got no Whales, or but 
few, even when others made. a good 


Voyage. 


2. Their Captains had their certain Pay, 
whether they had Succeſs or not; whereas 


they ſhould have been paid in Proportion to 


their Fiſnery only: But not being ſo inte- 
reſted in the Succeſs of their Voyage, when 
they found it not eaſy to come to the 
Whales among the Ice, they went away to 
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Spitſbergen, to the Bays, and diverted them- 
ſelves with hunting the Deer, and left the 
Shalloops to look for Whales, where few or 
none were to be found ; and thus they ruin'd 
the Voyages, conſum'd the Proviſions, and 
brought the Company's Stock in Debt upon 
every Voyage; and the Tallow, Hides, and 
Horns of the Deer, which they kill'd a- 
ſhore, being allow'd to them as a Perquiſite, 
they found their Pleaſure and particular Pro- 
fit more, by killing the Deer, than catching 
of Whales. 


3. When they came home, the Blubber 


of the few Whales they had taken, was not 
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boiled to Advantage; the Cookery was ma- 
naged ſlovenly, and waſtfully; and the Oil 


was not well Purg d: The Fins alſo were not 
well cur d, nor cleanſed ; and when they 
came to Market, they were obliged to ſell 
them conſiderably under the Value of Mer- 
chantable Fins. 


4- Their Lines, Fiſhing Inſtruments , 
Harpoons, Casks, &c. were not duly taken 
Care of, or well preſerved for further Ser- 
vice, but imbezzell d and ſpoil d for want of 
Care; ſo that when they ſhould have been 
ready for the next Year, the Company was 
obliged to buy New, at a great and unne- 
cellary Expence. 


5. In furniſhing and fitting out their 


Ships, it was the ſame; they Victualled ex- 


travagantly, paid an exorbitant and unuſual 
Price for their Shalloops, and likewiſe for 
their Fiſhing Inſtruments, and were at ſo 
many unneceſſary Expences for Incidents, 
both at their ſetting out, and coming in, as 
may appear by their Accounts yet to be 
ſeen. | 


6. The laſt Ship they employed, was un- 
happily loſt in the Ice, after a proſperous 
Fiſhery, having Eleven Whales on Board. 
By all which Diſaſters, the Company's 
Stock was waſted, and the Gentlemen 
diſcouraged from raiſing any more, ſo that 
Affair expired. And though by a ſubſe- 
quent Act of Parliament, Anno Anne Primo, 
the Trade was again laid open, yet no body 
hath fince meddled with it. 
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E 4 ful Proof that England may. retrievie 
* this Trade, and are able to carry it on 
more todlvantage than any other Nati- 
on Auil all the known ObjeGions tothe 
N contrary, 55 15 wered and removed. 956 


112 1 945 


Ti is a mips ns but ſo rivctedi in the 
1 Minds of ignorant People, that it will 
de very hard to perſuade them to the con- 
trary, that the Dutch can fir out their Ships, 
and go to Greenland, and in a word, carry 
on the Whale- Fiſhery cheaper and to more 
Advantage than the Engliſu. 0 

If this were true, it might be one Reaſon 
2 why it would be hard- for the Engliſh to re- 
cover the Greenland Trade, or dee to car- 
ry on any Trade at Sea: But the contrary 
is manifeſt; and I ſhall make it appear, that 
the Dutch are fo far from being able to carry 
it on cheaper than the Engliſh ; that the 
Engliſh, on tlie contrary, are able to do it 
cheaper than the Dutch, in almoſt all the 
Articles; from the fitting but the Ships, to 
the boyling ru the Blubber after * are 


come Home. 
1 | 7. 1 1 352i 14 
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If this be made out, then inſtead of its 


being an Argument againſt it, it is an Ar- 
gument for the Encouragement of the Eu- 


gliſh to recover this Trade. For Exam- 
1 r 

It is firſt alledged, that the 58555 do not 
build Ships ſo cheap as the Dutch; and it 
may in one Senſe be true; But it is an- 


ſwered, that the Engliſh build ſtronger than 


the Dutch, and their Ships laſt longer, and * 
are kept with leſs Repair; which, as it is 

more than Equivalent, ſo in the Balance of 
the Merchants Books, it will appear that the * 
Engliſh are the cheapeſt Ships in the End. 
This is farther evident, by the Conduct of 
the King of Sicily, (now Sardinia) the 
French Nation, and the Flemiſh Eaſt- India 


Company, and what is moſt to be admired, 


even to the Czar of Muſcovy, and others; 
who having Occaſion to furniſh themſelves 
with Ships of War, and Ships for long and 
hard Voyages, to the Eaſt-Indies, Miſſiſſippi, 
& c. choſe to build and buy them in En- 
gland, rather then build or buy in their own ? 
Country, or Holland, notwithſtanding the 
Difference of Price, till the Engliſh Govern- 2 
ment thought fit to paſs an Act to prevent 
them. | N 
If the natural Situation of any Country 
hinders the Inhabitants from having the Ma- 
terials for their Work ſo cheap as their 
Neighbours, they muſt comply with their 
— Cir- | 


As Circumſtances, and by the Cheapneſs of 
their Labour and Living, make up the De- 
ficiency, if they can; and this is the Caſe of 
the Dutch. 
It is evident, they have not any thing 
relating to the building or fitting out a Ship 
that is of their own Growth; neither Iron, 
Timber, Planks, Maſts, Hemp, Pitch or 
' *® Tar; nor for Victualling, have they either 
19 Fleſh, Fiſh, or Corn; for Bread and Beer, all 
muſt be fetch d at the Expence of the firſt 
Coſt, Freight, and other Charges from Fo- 
reign Countries. The Engliſb have Timber, 
„ Planks, Lead, Iron, Braſs, Pitch, Tar, 
Maſts and Yards, with Corn for Bread and 
Beer, Fleſh, Butter, Cheeſe, Rice, &c. all 
the Produce of their own Land and Colonies : 
The only thing I meet with, in which the 
Dutch may be ſaid to outdo us, is, that they 
have Saw-Mills, which we do not allow, be- 
2 cauſe it is taking away the Employment of 
; the Poor. Having then ſo many of the Ma- 
© terials of our own Growth, which they muſt 
buy with Money, why cannot we build as 


. cheap as the Dutch? I fay, we may build 
-j cheaper than they in the End, becauſe our 
= Work is better and ſtronger, and the Mate- 
rials which are our own, are better than 

2 thoſe uſed by the Dutch. 
4 3 Beſides, if it were true that the Dutch 
build as cheap, and as good to the Merchant 
which is not, yet they being forc'd to buy 


2 all 


all their Materials, cannot build ſo much to 


the Advantage of the publick Intereſt, and 
general Stock; ſince ſpeaking of that publick * 


Stock of the Nation, ſo much of the Tim- 
ber, Planks, and all the Victuals, as is uſed 


in building and ſetting out of a Ship in 


England, and is the Growth of our own 
Country, or of our Plantations, coſts in- 
deed nothing at all to the Publick ; becauſe 
ſo much of our on Growth as is ſent 
Abroad, is clear Gain to the Publick Stock 
of the Nation. 

Nor have the Dutch (which may be ſur- 
prizing to ſome). ſpfficient Number of Sea- 
men among their own Subjects, for the 
Work of the Whale Fiſhing : Nay not one 
half of them; but they are obliged ever 
Year, to have many. Thouſands of the moſt * 
neceſſary. and moſt skilful, even ſuch as 
Commanders, Harponiers, Steerſmen, and 


Saylors, from Fuiland, Holſtein, Scotland, 


Norway, Bremen ,. Oldenburg , Delmen- 
borſt, or Frieſland, and the moſt and beſt 
Men they have, are from thence; who 
after the Fiſhery is over, go to their Ha- 
bitations, and carry the Money they have 
earn d, back with them to their Fami- 


lies, returning again in the Seaſon, as be- 
fore: And the ſame Men are as eaſy to be 


found by the Engliſh, and as willing to work ' 
for them, as tor the Hollenders, | 


Again, | 
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Again, Which will perhaps ſeem as ſtrange 
to ſome People, as the other, the Wages of 
Seamen is Joyer in England, than in Hol- 
land. For Example: In England, the Sea- 
men are hired for 24 to 26 Shillings per 
Month, when as in Halland, the ordinary 
Pay is 16 to 18, or 20 Guilders per Month, 
which is from 30 to 36, or 40 Shillings 
Sterling. As to the Commanders, Har- 
poniers, and Steerſmen, they have no Pay, 
but according to what they catch, every one 
having ſo much per Punchion on the Oil 
they bring Home. By which their In- 
tereſt being concern d, their Diligence is 


| ſecured, + 


. Thus that Obzection, which has been 


thought ſo very conſiderable, is removed; 
viz. that England cannot build and vidual 
Ships as cheap as the Dutch, nor that they 
would not be able to find skiltul Hands 
enough for the carrying on the Greenland 
Trade. On the contrary, as they are well 


able to find them in thoſe Countries, as 


above, ſo in a very few Years, the Brit? 
Seamen will be as skilful in the Buſineſs, as 
their Teachers ; and as we are in no want of 
Seamen, we ſhall not long need to ſend for 
any, Numbers of them from Abroad. Be- 
ſides, abundance. of North-Britiſh Say lors are 
already expert in this Work, having often 
ſerv d 7 Dutch Ships at Greenland; and 
on the firſt News of the Britiſh Nation 
F having 


having undertaken to revive the Whale-Fiſh- 
ing, will flock to London for Employment : 
So that England can never want People for 
their Fiſhing, full as skilful as others. 

But there is one Particular more, in 
which the Engliſh have infinitely the Ad- 
vantage of the Hollanders, and this is in 
the Eaſineſs of their Loading and Unload- 


ing the Ships; which is a very conſidera- 


ble Article in the Charge of the Voyage. 
For Example : 

All who are acquainted with the Situa- 
tion of Holland, know that their Ships for 
Greenland, before they ſet out, muſt ride at 
Anchor between Sardam and Amſterdam ;; 
and there they muſt take in their Casks, 
Victuals, and Fiſhing-Tackle ; which they 
muſt bring on Board from their ſeveral di- 
ſtant Warehouſes, through the Canals and 
Sluices, in great Lighter-Boats ; even the 


very Freſh Water , which they muſt buy. 


When ready to fail, they muſt have Pilots 


over the Pampus, and through the Zuider- 


Sea to Texel, where ſhe rides till a favoura- 
ble Wind brings her to Sea ; and the Own- 
er, or he who fits the Ship out, muſt fol- 
low to Texel, to ſee if all the Men are on 
Board, and every Thing ready for the Voy- 
age. And when they return, it is the like; 
with this Addition, That the Charge is ſo 
much greater, as their Casks are now filled 
with Blubber ; require to be carryd to the 


Cookery, 
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Cookery, and from thence to Amſterdam, 
or other Places; which Lighteridges, and 
=> Workmanſhip, Pilotages, riding at Anchor 
for ſeveral Weeks, and keeping the Sailors 
all that Time in Victuals and Pay; is a ve- 
ry great Charge for the Owners, beſides the 
ſpoiling of the Casks and Lines, and the 
Leakage, cauſed by being ſo often removed 
from one Place to another. 
; Whereas the Situation of this River is ſo, 
that Ships may load and unload at the 
” Warehouſes and Cookery , without paying 
any Carriage, or Lighters, or double Work- 
manſhip ; preſerving thereby all the Lines, 
Casks and other Materials, in a good Con- 
dition, and prevent much Leakage. And 
after a Ship is clear d at Graveſend, a favou- 
rable Wind brings her to Sea the next Tide 
after. And in theſe Articles, calculating 
all the Particulars, it is plain, that England 
ſhall fave at leaſt, every Greenland Voyage, 
50 l. upon every Ship, which the Dutch are 
obliged to pay. And hereby, I doubt not, 
is ſufficiently. proved, that we can fer out 
Ships, and carry on the Whale-Fiſhing Trade 
eaſter, better, and much cheaper than the 
Hollanders. ' N 
But the greateſt Encouragement and Ad- 
vantage for the Undertakers, is the Benefit 
of the Cuſtom which we enjoy by the Im- 
portation; the Train-Oyl being free im- 
ported, and the Whale-Fins paying 52 J. 
| Ster- 
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ty upon Exportation of the Fins in Holland, 
the Commiſſion, Brokeridge, Weigh- Mo- 
ney, Freight, Inſurance, and other Charges 
by loading and unloading them) a ſure Pro- 
fit and Addition in the Price of every Ton 
of Fins, of about 70 l. Sterling more than 
any Nation beyond Sea enjoys; and is 
granted by the Legiſlature, to no other Pur- 
poſe, than to encourage the Inhabitants to 
this ſo advantageous Trade. 
And what by the Increaſe and Ikirging 
of this Trade, for. the future will be brought 


Home more than this Nation needs of 


Train Oyl and Whale-Fins, both very cur- 
rent and valuable Commodities beyond Sea. 
And being no Duty at all upon Train-Oyl, 
and all the Three-Pence per Pound Whale- 
Fins being drawn back when exported, we 

can provide all thoſe Parts of Europe, which 
now buy from the Hollanders, with theſe 
Commodities cheaper than they are able to 
do. Hamburgh and Bremen, with all their 
Ships, have not enough to ſupply Germany, 
but muſt buy many Thouſand Punchions of 
Train-Oyl every Year from Holland. Flan- 
ders, France, and Parts of the Baltick Sea; 
buy Quantities of Oyl and Soap boil'd of 
the Greenland . Scotland 


5 


Sterling her Ton Ie than when, imported 
from other Countries: So that the Adven- 
turers have (when hereby is added the Du- 
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buys and conſumes much of this Soap. And 
#7 when the Greenland Oyl is imported direct- 
ly, the Soap-boiling Trade muſt certainly 
increaſe hereby, and the North-Britons need 
not go to Foreign Markets, nor to buy 
*Whalebone of them: And this is in Ireland, 
Flanders, France, Portugal, Spain, Italy, 
Germany, and all other Countries of Europe 
a wanted Commodity. How could Holland 
ſet out elſe ſo gteat a Number of Ships, if 
all Europe did not pay them for this their 
Induſtry, having but a ſmall Conſumption 
themſelves of all that they bring Home? 
> Though it is not eaſy to gueſs at a Sum, 
E yet it may not be improper to obſerve here, 
2 and there is no Doubt of it, That we have 
paüaid to the Hollanders, in no more thin Half 
à Century ſince we quitted that Trade, ſome 
4 Millions of Money for thoſe Commadities, 
which our own Men might have fiſhed up 
out of the Seas, and which would have been 
ſo much in our Pockets, and at this Time 
clear Gain to the Publick Stock. A Trea- 
ſure taken up out of the Sea, is 4 Treaſure 
gain d: It muſt be ſo ; it cannot be other- 
Z wiſe! And hereby it appears, that we bring 
* home from Greenland no Goods, but, ſuch 
as we can fell to ſeveral Markets of Europe 
for Money, or have ſuch Merchandize in 
Exchange tor it, as we ſhould otherwiſe 
buy for Money _ And any ObjeRt- 
on 
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on that might be moved that way, is re- 

moved. 1 | | 

And to ſpeak further upon the Surety of 
the Advantage, both to the Adventurers as 
to the Publick Stock, and the Increaſe of 
Trade and Navigation, and of the Money 
the ſaid Trade may keep and bring into 
the Nation ; it 1s certain, that we not only 
carry out our own Product, but indeed we 
carry out nothing of Value but Proviſions 
for the Men, which they might be ſuppoſed 
to conſume at Home, if they did not go at 
all, eſpecially when our own People come to 
be wholly employed, and fo without carry- 
ing out any other Produce, as above: The 
Goods brought Home, are caught out of the 
Sea, and is no more or leſs, than the Sweat 
and Labour of our People, and the Bleſſing 
of Almighty God ; and fo all the Oil and 
Whalebone that is brought Home, is clear 
Gain, except only the Charges of the Voyage. 
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NoMerchandize rs given in the Exchange for it, 
No Bills of Exchange paid fur it, 
No Money carried out to purchaſe it. 


The Charges of the fitting out a Ship, 
and of the whole Voyage, is expreſſed in 
'Two Articles, called in the Stile of Bu- 

* Piftuals and Mages, 
Ware and Tear. | 
And 


And theſe Two will come for a Ship with 
Six Shalloops, except what muſt be paid to 
the Parteneer - Officers, and Steerſmen, 
for their Portions in the Train-Oil, and 
the Charges of the Cookery, by the 
Return; vis. for Victuals and Wages, a- 
bout 420 J. Sterling, for Ware and Tear, I 
reckon 180 J. Sterling, being in all both Out- 
ſet and Return, 6-01. Sterling. This is of- 
ten repay d by one Whale, that yields 50 to 
60 Punchions of Trail-Oil, and 18 or 
1900 J. Weight of Fins, or more. And a 
Ship bringing Home 5 or 6, 10 or 12 
Whales, or a full Loading of Blubber and 
Fins, it is eaſy to calculate to what conſide- 
rable Profit ſuch a Voyage doth amount to. 
Much more might be faid in Commenda- 
tion of this Fiſhery and Trade, but I doubt 
not this will ſatisfy any diſcerning Reader; 
and that no body can make any further Ob- 


jections, or be longer prepoſſeſſed with imagi- 


nary Diſcouragement : JI am confident, that 
if any Society of Men, with a good Stock, 
and a careful prudent. Management, would 
undertake it, they would greatly find their 
Account in it; and the Nation in general 
would reap ſo immenſe Advantages by it, 
that it will naturally fall under the Conſide- 
ration of the Legiſlature, to give all reaſona- 
ble Encouragements that may be wanting to 
promote it. "Ip. 
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T. cannot _ Pars that Th have fad i in 


the fore abe 8 Chapters, all that the 
Subject of the Greenland Fiſhery will af- 


ford; to mention all the Particulars, would 
fill a large Volume, this Trade being exten 
five beyond what moſt Men imagine; I ſhall 
only, to what has been ſaid, add Dons few 


Remarks , which on Second N I | 
could not omit. 


As to the Firſt Head, How the Whale- 
Fiſhery is perform d? 1 ſhould have given the 
Method of Boiling the Blubber , and how 
to purge the ſame, to make it neat and clear 
Train-Oil; and alſo of cleaning the Fins or 
Whalebones to make them Merchantable 


Goods, after the Return of the Ships: But 
Tan 1x ſulliciegt- ar preſent to thy; =_ 
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the Cookery of Train- Oil is done by the 
Harponeers, who know how to Boll it to 
the moſt Advantage; it being to their Inte- 
reſt to do it well, becauſe they are paid for 
the whole Voyage, proportionably to the 
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many to be ſet down here; the Curious can 
only be ſatisfied, by ſeeing the regular Me- 
thod in which it is performed, The clean- 
ing of the Fins, is a Work rather of La- 
bour, than of Art, and is what moſt of the 
Seamen that have uſed theſe Voyages, are 


well acquainted wit. Ih. 
ri 


| Belonging to the Second Head, vg. 
Advantages which the Greenland Trade hath 
been. to the Dutch, and others ; It would 
make:a Book by it ſelf, to deſcribe all the 
Advantages in due Form, and how the 
Navigation of Holland is increaſed hereby; 
and What a Number of Ships they employ 
in Conſequence of it; by bringing in all 
the Materials neceſſary for the Ships uſed in 
this Fiſhery, being Timber, Planks, Deals, 
Maſts, Caskſtaves; Hemp, Pitch, Tar, 
Iron, Corn, Beef, Butter, Salt, Stock- fiſh, 
Ge. voluminous and bulky Goods; and 
they, not having them of their own Growth, 
the ſame are brought by Sea to their Ports: 
And again, by Exparting the Train-Qil, 
al 


and the Whale Fins, to the ſeveral Ports of 
Europe, which they ſupply them with; I 
| ay, what innumerable Ships are hereby 
continually kept at Sea, and what Num- 
bers of Families are hence maintaind, are 
obvious to any who employ their Thoughts 
upon this Subject. en 


And this Trade has been a Fund of Sea- 
men on any Emergency to the State, to 
furniſh their Fleets; and it had been impoſ- 
ſible for them to fit out their Navy on ſe- 
veral particular Occaſions, without the Aid 
of theſe Greenland Seamen, who being un- 
der Emergencies of State, kept at Home, 
and not ſent to Greenland their Fleets, have 
been ſpeedily Mann'd, even to the Surprize 
of the World; and fo they have often de- 
fended themſelves againſt greater Powers, 
who have not ſo many Seamen at Hand, 
whereby this Fiſhery proves .to be their 
great Support, and contributes conſiderably 
to the Maintenance of their State, Liberty 
and Safety: And they are ſo ſenſible of the 
Conſequence of this Trade to them, that 
by order of the States in their daily Pub- 
lick Prayers in all Churches, Words to this 
Effect are inſerted; (viz.) That God will 
be graciouſly pleaſed to bleſs their Land, 
and in particular, the Great and Small 
Fiſheries. WE LAS? TY 
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As to the Third Head, and — Cauſes of 
former Miſcarriages in the Management. of 
this Trade; I think it is better to bury theſe 
Things in a decent Silence, than. farther to 
enumerate paſt Miſtakes, and, the Diſaſters 
cauſed thereby. It will be ſufficient that 1 
have ſhewn, how the ſame may be certainly 
avoided for the future. 


-.1 To the Fourth Chapeer 1 * to add, re- 
lating to the Products of. this Fiſhery, VIS; 
Train- Oyl and Whale-Fins ; That it is a 
great Miſtake to ſay of the firſt, that we 
have Oyl enough, and that there will be no 
Vent for what is imported from Greenland; 
when we know how many. other Parts of 
Europe want the Train-Oyl, and the Soap 
boiled of the ſame. And if our own Markets 
ſhould be over-ſtock'd, and we ſend the Oyl 
to foreign Markets, we ſhall be able to el 
as cheap, nay, even cheaper than the Dutch, 
and get more Money by what we ſhall ſell 
than they, according to the ſeveral before- 
mention d Reaſons. Nor ought this Trade to 
be merely. for. our own Conſumption, for 
that would but leſſen the Value and Eſteem 
of it, by reaſon that what will be confumed 
at Home, will be but ſo much ſaved, and no 
Addition to the Publick Stock: Bur the 
Gain by Exportations is what will increaſe 
our Wealth and Riches, 
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As to the Whale-Fins, it appears by the 
Cuftom- Houſe Books, that there hath been 
imported in the Port of London, from the 
| Year 1715, to 1721, one Year with ano- 
ther, about 150 Tons yearly, even when 
the Price hath been very dear; viz. 400 l. 
per Ton, little more or leſs, which 1s, one 
Year with another, 60,000 J. a Year, over 
and above what is imported 1n all the other 
Ports of Great Britain and Ireland; which 
may moderately be ſuppoſed to be 100 Ton 
' more. Then the Sum paid for Whalebone 
amounts to 100,000 l. per Annum , beſides 
what probably may be run clandeſtinely : All 
which hath hitherto been clear Loſs to this 
Nation, and clear Gain to our Neigh- 


bours. 


But what an Alteration will it be, and 
what may not ſuch a Trade come to in 
Time ; when England ſhall not only import 
all this her ſelf, but can ſupply other Parts 
of Europe with the fame as well as with 
Train-Oyl, whereby ſuch a Treaſure as now 
is carry d away to our Neighbours, will be 
gotten and kept here at Home ? What an 1n- 
finite Number of Seamen, Tradeſmen, and 


Labouring Poor People, both at Sea and on 


Shore, will be employ d and maintain d by 
this Trade? Which will afford and ſet to Bu- 


ſineſs the Youth of = Charity-Schools, and 
in 


— 
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in few Years make Room for great Numbers 
of them; and if they prove docible and 
tractable Lads, they may be brought up to 
be Steerſmen, Harponeers, Captains and Com- 
manders: And by a Succeſſion of ſuch, this 
Trade may be ſecured, never to be loſt 
again. The Number of Seamen muſt in- I h 
creaſe continually, (much to the Safety of I p 
our Kingdom) becauſe every Year this Fi- In 

/ 
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ſhery will take up Boys ; that is to fay, 
ſturdy able Youths, ſrom Fifteen to Twenty 
Years of Age, and raw Men who have ne- 
ver been at Sea ; they being neceſlary for 
mean and ordinary Uſes : All which after 
Two or Three Years Service, may become 
expert and able Seamen ; then other Boys Þ| © 
and raw Men will be employ in their room; 1“ 
| ſo that this Trade will be a perpetual Nur- 
| ſery of Seamen. 
| 
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| All our Foreign Commerce muſt be ſup- 
| ported (whether in Time of Peace or War) 

* at a great Expence to the Publick, by main- 

| taining Conſuls, Reſidents, Ambaſſadors, Go- 
| 
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. vernors and Gariſons, as well for Correſpon- 
dence and Intelligence, as Preſervation and 
Defence. But this Trade and Fiſhery is of 
a quite different Nature; it fs carry'd on in 

| the uninhabited Parts of the World, in open 

| | and otherwiſe unfrequented Icy Seas, at the 

| ſole Coſt of the Undertakers, without the 
leaſt 
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leaſt Charge, Burthen or Incumbrance to 


the Publick ; and therefore may juſtly claim 


more Favour and Encouragement than any 


other Trade whatſoever. 


How apprehenſive the Legiſlature always 
has been of the Value of the Fiſhery, ap- 
pears by the ſeveral Acts of Parliament 
made for the Encouragement of the ſame : 
And it is declared in the Preamble of an 
AR, in the 14th Year Carol: II. © That the 
« Publick Honour, Wealth and Safety of 
« this Realm, as well in the Maintenance 
« and Support of Navigation, as in many 
* orher ReſpeFs, doth in an high Degree 
« depend upon the Improvement and Encou- 
« ragement of the Fiſhery. And particu- 
larly, to Re-eſtabliſh this Greenland Trade 
and Fiſhery, I refer the Reader to the Acts 
made in the 25th Year Carol: II. in the 4th 
and 5th Year Gulielmi & Marie; in the 
7th and 8th Year Gulielmi III. and in the. 
Firſt Year of Queen Anne; and it is hardly 
credible, that ſo many beneficial Acts, and 
the good Intention of the Legiſlature, till 
now, ſhould have proved to be of no Ef- 
lect. | 


It remains yet to be ſaid, That a further 
Neglect of this Fiſhery may be counted a 
dead Loſs to the Nation, and is ſo far a 
Weak- 


H 
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Weakning or a Check to the Growth of 
the Strength of this Kingdom: Nay, worſe; 
Becauſe our Neighbours get that which we 
neglect and pay for; growing in Power 
and Riches, when we fir ſtill, and prove, 
buy continuing ſo, as bad Politicians. as 
Traders. 


